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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 07 September 2006 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Notice to Applicant(s) 

1. This application has been examined. Claims 1-9 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. Claim 6, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is directed to 
non-statutory subject matter. A computer program product should be recorded on some 
computer-readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

4. Claims 1-9, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Inoue et al. 
(US 2003/0023348 Al). 

As per claims 1, and 8, Inoue et al. disclose an electronic device, comprising a processing 
unit capable of: determining a first part of a new animation of an object on the basis of at least 
one position of the object in a first animation and a first part of a second animation of the object 
(see [0061-0070], [0081-0089], and [0153-0157]); and determining a second part of the new 
animation on the basis of a second part of the second animation (see [0112-01 17], and 
[0164-0169]). 

As per claim 2, Inoue et al. disclose the electronic device is a robot and the object 
comprises one or more servos of the robot (see [0056-0060]). 
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As per claim 3, Inoue et al. disclose the duration of the first part of the new animation 
does not depend on the start time of the second animation (see [0081-0089], and [0112-01 17]). 

As per claim 4, Inoue et al. disclose the processing unit executes the first part of the new 
animation as soon as certain user input is received, the certain user input triggering the second 
animation (see [0012-0018], [0090-0095], [0112-0117], and [0129-0137]). 

As per claim 5, Inoue et al. disclose a contribution of the first part of the second 
animation to the first part of the new animation increases exponentionally during a transition 
period (see [0098-0103]). 

As per claim 6, Inoue et al. disclose a computer program product enabling upon its 
execution a programmable device to function as the electronic device of claim 1 (see 
[0081-0089]). 

Claims 7, and 9, are method claim corresponding to device claims 1 , and 8 above. 
Therefore, they are rejected for the same rationales set forth as above. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

.Maa (6572431) 

. Tong (5636994) 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dalena Tran whose telephone number is 571-272-6968. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-W (in a first week of a bi-week), and T-R (in a second 
week of bi-week) from 7:00AM-6:00PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Khoi H. Tran can be reached on 571-272-6919. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Dalena Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3664 



